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Breaking News! Operations Take Longer When
Residents Are Involved

The Skeptical Scalpel
Yes, you heard it here first. A new study shows that for six common laparoscopic
procedures, resident participation resulted in the surgery lasting from 20% to 47%

longer.

The six laparoscopic operations were appendectomy, cholecystectomy, gastric
bypass, fundoplication, colectomy, and inguinal hernia.

The paper, published in the Journal of the American College of Surgeons, culled the
frequently mined NSQIP database for information on 89,720 operations. The
database receives input from a large number of US hospitals, both teaching and non-
teaching.

The key results were as follows:
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