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Skeptical Scalpel
There seems to be no shortage of bad doctor stories going around right now. Just
when you thought you'd heard the worst, along comes another.
A "cosmetic surgeon" in California has lost his license to practice medicine and has
been charged with involuntary manslaughter in the 2010 death of a 61-year-old
woman during a 10-hour liposuction procedure being done in his office. She
apparently died from an overdose of lidocaine, fentanyl, and oxycodone.
Like some other cases involving doctors who lost their way, this physician trained at
renowned institutions. In this case, the doctor was described as having done a
residency at Columbia, a chief residency at Johns Hopkins and a fellowship at MD
Anderson Cancer Center.
His training was in obstetrics and gynecology, and he was not certified by a
legitimate American medical board. He called himself a cosmetic surgeon but
apparently had no formal training in cosmetic or plastic surgery.
Here is a list of some of the other major issues with this doctor.
In addition to the manslaughter charge, he was charged with elder abuse of a
77-year-old woman who also had complications during liposuction.
He charged patients exorbitant fees for procedures, allegedly as high as $650,000
[1], but routinely in the range of $50,000 to $100,000.
He once anesthetized a patient for surgery, and while she was sedated, had her
sign [2] for more surgery at an increased fee.
He offered discounts to patients if they would enroll in a Harvard University study
[1], which was later proven to be fictitious by Charles Feldman, a persistent
investigative reporter for a Los Angeles radio station.
He is currently in jail, having been tried and convicted of attempted grand theft [3]
for trying to sell $20,000 worth of medical equipment he did not own.
Continue reading... [4]
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