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Same Brain Tumor Tissue That Takes Lives Can
Be Used To Save Them
Each day in the United States, 482 people are diagnosed with a brain tumor. For
these 482 people, not many treatments exist. With the current treatments
available, only 5% of those diagnosed with a Glioblastoma Multiform will survive
more than 5 years.
Only two new treatments have been approved by the FDA in the past two decades.
Hope is on the horizon: there are a few promising treatments that exist in the
clinical trial stages. However, some of the treatments are personalized, and require
the actual tissue from the patient's brain tumor to be properly stored and
preserved, so that it can be used to make those personalized treatments.
Robert Gibbs knows firsthand: he has survived almost 6 years since his brain tumor
diagnosis in 2004, thanks to cutting edge treatments and an experimental brain
cancer vaccine he received.
"Most people are unaware of the magnitude of this disease and that some very
promising clinical trials exist. It is shocking the number of patients and physicians
that have no idea that this cutting edge brain tumor vaccine exists. I owe my life to
this vaccine. Some of the new treatments in current clinical trials, such as the
personalized DC Vax-Brain@ vaccine that I received, are processed using the
patient's own tumor tissue," stated Gibbs.
While the patient's brain tumor tissue can be used for personalized treatments, that
is just the beginning. Once preserved in the appropriate manner, the tumor tissue
can actually be tested to see how it responds to different chemotherapy agents.
This testing prevents the patient from having to go through a guesswork process to
determine how their brain tumor responds to different types of chemotherapy, and
can help the patient's chemotherapy be tailored for their tumor. Genetic profiling of
the brain tumor tissue is also available to help determine current and future
treatment protocols. A test even exists that will determine how likely a brain tumor
is to return, solely based on the testing of this stored brain tumor tissue.
"All of this is only possible if the brain tumor tissue is saved and stored properly,"
said Gibbs. Gibbs is the co-founder of Miles For Hope, a national organization who
focuses on raising awareness of brain tumors and on funding cutting edge brain
tumor research. "Many people contact us wanting to enroll in a vaccine clinical trial
only after they already had their tumor removed. It is hard for us to tell them that
they don't qualify for these new treatments since the tumor tissue was either
disposed of, or not stored properly for further use." Most hospitals will store a small
sample of the patient's brain tumor tissue in their pathology departments, but they
typically use the tumor sample for their own research and will not give patients
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access to this tumor tissue once it's removed and stored, treating the sample as the
property of the hospital or facility where it was removed.
In order to give other patients access to the same type of personalized treatments
and technology that saved Gibbs' life, Miles for Hope reached out to HealthBank to
find a solution. HealthBank is an independent bio bank, specializing in storing
various kinds of cells, including tumor cells, immune cells, adult stem cells, and
others. HealthBank is dedicated to providing this bio banking for patients who wish
to store their own cells so that they can make their own decisions and can choose
whether to have personalized treatments made and/or to have genetic profiling of
their cells or testing of various chemotherapies on their tumor cells.
Prior to the tumor being removed, a representative of HealthBank will discuss the
necessary and steps with the doctor who will be performing the surgery.
HealthBank will then send a collection kit directly to the doctor with proper
collection and shipping instructions. After the tumor is removed and sent to
HealthBank, the tissue will then be cryogenically frozen, similar to the process of
saving umbilical cord blood. This will preserve the tumor in such a way that the
tumor can be used for either a vaccine or specialized testing. The cost for the
process is similar to that of cord blood.
"I would encourage all patients diagnosed with a brain tumor to discuss this option
with their physician. Many life-saving treatments and testing technologies continue
to evolve, but without collecting and properly preserving the tumor tissue, there is
no way that these tests and treatments can happen," said Gibbs. If you would like
more information on the tumor banking process, doctors and patients are
encouraged to contact Miles for Hope by visiting their website at
For more information, visit http://www.MilesForHope.org [1]
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