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Detecting Surgical Skin Flap Compromise Early
/PRNewswire/ -- In an independent study published in the Journal of Reconstructive
Microsurgery, researchers at the University of Texas Health Science Center San
Antonio have found that the Spectros T-Stat@ oximeter responds earliest to
compromised blood flow during reconstructive microsurgery when compared
clinically to other available monitors.
This landmark study by Dr. Cornejo and colleagues is important as compromised
blood flow to microvascular free flaps causes irreversible damage and/or complete
loss of the flap, resulting in longer hospital stays and additional costs to both
hospital and patient. While a detailed economic analysis was not an endpoint of this
study, earlier detection of tissue compromise results in an improved patient
outcome and overall reduced hospital costs.
"These are very strong results supporting the superiority of the T-Stat VLS
Oximeter," noted CEO and physician Dr. David Benaron, "This study provides solid
evidence that the Spectros broadband light technologies offer the earliest and most
sensitive detection of tissue compromise, and suggests that all reconstructive
surgery cases can benefit from T-Stat monitoring."
Spectros oximeters are currently the only broadband solid-state tissue oximeters on
the market in the U.S. and Europe. T-Stat patented broadband technology provides
continuous and real-time absolute measurement of tissue hemoglobin oxygenation
using 100s of wavelengths of light, a key advantage over competing oximeter
product lines that only use 2 or 4 wavelengths. An expanded array of broadband
sensors, including NIRS Continuum@ cerebral sensor, is currently in testing, with
FDA and EU approval anticipated in 2012.
In reconstructive surgery, T-Stat competes with T.Ox@ oximeters marketed by
ViOptix and Doppler marketed by Cook Medical. In critical care, the ICU and O.R., TStat competes with INVOS@ oximeters marketed by Covidien and FORE-SIGHT@
oximeters marketed by CAS Medical.
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