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Heartbeat, Not Battery, Could One Day Power
Pacemakers

Deena Beasley

Your own beating heart may generate enough electricity to power a heart-
regulating pacemaker, ending the need for expensive surgeries to replace expiring
batteries, according to an early study of an experimental energy-converting device.

Researchers at the Department of Aerospace Engineering at the University of
Michigan in Ann Arbor tested an energy-harvesting device that runs on
piezoelectricity - the electrical charge generated from motion, according to the
study which was released at the annual American Heart Association scientific
conference on Sunday.

The approach is a promising technological solution for pacemakers, because they
require only small amounts of power to operate, said M. Amin Karami, the study's
lead author and a research fellow at the university.
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